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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

SUB J * PARIS MEETINGS ON VIET NAM* Q£A PORTION OF GVN PRESS 
BRIEFING BY NGUYEN TRIEU DAN/ OCTOBER 12/1972 
Q, REDMQNT/ WESTINGHOUSE . MR;, DAN/ DID YOU NOTICE ANY CHANGE 
WHATESOEVER IN TONE OR IN SUBSTANCE IN THE ofHER SIDE* S ATTITUDE 
WHICH MIGHT INDICATE EVEN MINIMAL PROGRESS BETWEEN LAST WEEK 
AND TODAY. 

A. AS AMBASSADOR LAM STATED ON HIS WAY .OUT; THE OTHER SIDE OFFERED 
NO NEW ELEMENT CAPABLE OF BRINGING ABOUT PROGRESS, ALL YOU HAVE TO 
DO IS READ THEIR STATEMENTS TO SEE THAT - THEY ARE MAINTAINING THEIR 
DEMANDS/ f HAT IS THEY ARE DEMANDING EVERYTHING/ BUT ARE OFFERING 
NTTHING IN RETURN, THEY DEMAND THAT. ALL ALLIED TROOPS LEAVE VIETNAM/ 
THAT ALL MILITARY BASES BE DISMANTLED/ THAT ALL ALLIED AID TO SOUTH 
VIETNAM BE ELIMINATED/ THAT THE LEGAL AND. ELECTED GOVERNMENT RESIGN; 

AND IN RETURN THEY OFFER NOTHING/ THEY PROPOSE NOTHING, WILLTHE NVN 
TROOPS BE WITHDRAWN TO NVN? WILL NVN END ITS ARMED AGGRESSION AGAInS 

T ■ • 

SVN/ LAOS AND CANBODIA? AND WHAT WILLECOMe OF THE COLOSSAL 
MILITARY AID WHICH NVN RECEIVES FROM THE COMMUNIST POWERS TO CONTINUE 
THE . WjAR? WELL/ THE COMMUNISTS. OFFERED NO NEW ELEMENT TO SOLVE THIS 
PROBLEM, THEY EVEN CLAIM THAT'THESE PROBLEMS DO NOT EXIST. 

AS FOR THE POLITICAL SOLUTION/"; THEY STILL CALL FOR THE RESIGNATION 
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OF OUR GOVERNMENT/ SO THAT THE QUESTION ONE SHOULD ASK IS HOW/ 

HAVING FAILED IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
of er?li! C T DF VIETNAM BY FORCE/ THE COMMUNISTS NOW DARE DEMAND THE 
5. E .5 I £« AT £ DN QF T HIS SAME government AND the DESTURCTION OF ALL 
THE DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS OF THE COUNTRY IN ORDER TO SATISFY THE 
COMMUNISTS. THE COMMUNIST* S‘ LOGIC -IS AS ABSURD AS THESE DEMANDS, 

Q. SAL TAS/ HET PAROOL. THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS OR ASSERTIONS IN 

lKfrn E i'5 PAPER ? THAT THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS PUT PRESSURE GENERAL 
Iuiv U rI D REFR J IN FR0M TAKING A ROLE IN A COALITION GOVERNMENT/ 

THAT IS/ THE TRANSITION GOVERNMENT PROPOSED BY HANOI, I SHOULD LIKE 
TO ASK WHETHER YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS IN MIND THE CONDITIONS OR 

SH A J?^I E ? S WHICH WOULD EVENTUALLY MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR GENERAL THIEU 
TO REFRAIN FROM PARTICIPATING IN SUCH A GOVERNMENT, 

A, FIRST OF ALL/ SOME RUMORS ARE SIMPLY IMAGINARY/ AND MOREOVER 
I REMIND YOU THAT OUR POSITION REMAINS UNCHANGED, THIS POSITION 
IS CONTMNED IN THE 8 POINTS WHICH ARE STILL ON THE CONFERENCE 
TABLE, YOU MENTIONED GUARANTEES, IN THE 8 POINTS WHICH WE PROPOSED 
WE OFFERED FREE ELECTIONS IN WHICH THE SO-CALLED NLF WOULD PARTI- 
CIPATE ON AN EQUAL FOOTING WITH THE OTHER POLITICAL FORCES OF SVN, 

I DN T S ESE ELECTIONS WILL BE ORGANIZED AND RUN BY AN 
INDEPENDENT BODY/ THAT IS AN 'ELECTORAL COMMISSION IN WHICH THE NLF 
WILL BE REPRESENTED ONAN EQUAL FOOTING WITH THE OTHER POLITICAL 
FORCES OF SOUTH VIETNAM. THESE EtECTIONS WILL BE PLACED UNDER 
INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION AND ; OUR GOVERNMENT PLEDGES IN ADVANCE 
TO ABIDE BY THE RESULTS OF THESE ELECTIONS, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE, 

NOW I ASK YOU IF THERE IS A PRECEDENT IN CONTEMPORARY HISTORY OF 
A REBELLIOUS MINORITY/ A MINORITY WHICH HAS FAILED IN ITS ATTEMPT 
TO OVERTHROW THE ELECTED GOVERNMENT BY FORCE ANO VIOLENCE/ 

IF THERE IS ANY PRECEDENT FOR SUCH A MINORITY TO BE OFFERED THIS 
KIND OF POSSIBILITY TO BE REINTEGRATED INTO THE NATIONAL COMMUNITY/ 
WITH THIS KIND OF GUARANTEE IN ORDER TO SEEK THE VOTES OF THE PEOPLE. 

Q* SULLIVAN/ BALTIMORE SUN. J THESE ARE STILL PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS ? 

A I THEY ARE ELECTIONS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF OUR 8-POINT PLAN/ 
THEREFORE PRESIDENTIAL, 

Q: OKA/ CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR,' ; IS THE DEMAND THAT THE 
COMMUNISTS ACCEPT THE FRAMEWORK .OF. THE PRESENT SAIGON ADMINIS- 
TRATION NEGOTIABLE? 

A: I'WILL ANSWER BY SAYING THI.S.i THE QUESTION HERE IS THAT OF 

DETERMINING THE WILL OF THE SVN POPULATION, IT IS A QUESTION OF 
ELECTIONS NOT OF RECONSIDERING THE s DEMOCRATIC REGIME THAT THE 
SVN POPULATION HAS PATIENTLY BUILT Up WITH ITS BALLOTS OVER SO 
MANY YEARS, WHAT WE HAVE NOW T<r * n * 


WE HAVE NOW IS A REBELLIOUS MINORITY WHICH 

CLAIMS TO BE A POLITICAL FORCE -IN' SOUTH VIETNAM, WE ARE PROPO- 
SING THAT THIS MINORITY GO BEFORE THE PEOPLE AND ACCEPT THE 

POPULAR VERDICT EXPRESSED IN FREE AND DfiM3fcBjgjil LgJ.ECT J riNK r 
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THERE CAN BE NQ QUESTION OF RECONSIDERING WHAT THE SOUTH VIETNA- 
MESE PEOPLE HAVE BUILT UP OVER SO MANY YEARS. 

Q: (UNKNOWN JOURNALIST). I HAVE A QUESTION ON WHAT YOU JUST 

SAIO AND WHAT WAS SAID BY PRESIDENT THIEU. THERE SEEMS TO BE 
A CONTRADICTION IN TERMS, ON THE ONE HAND YOU ARE OFFERING GUA- 
RANTEES FOR FREE AND DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS* THEREFORE I SUPPOSE 
THAT THE MOST VARIED OPINIONS CAN BE EXPRESSED FREELY. ON THE OTHER 
HAND* THIS MORNING WHILE REPEATING THESE ASSERTIONS* PRESIDENT 
THIEU STATED THAT ALL THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE A TRIPARTITE 
COALITION GOVERNMENT SHOULD MAKE THEMSELVES KNOWN AND »I AM 
CERTAIN THAT THE ARMY AND THE PEOPLE WILL NOT LET THEM LIVE MORE 
THAN 5 MINUTES,** NOW I THINK THAT THERE IS A CONTRADICTION BET- 
WEEN A VERY DIRECT THREAT OF DEATH AND AN AFFIRMATION GUARANTEEING 
A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL LIFE. COULD YOU GIVE US SOME 
EXPLANATION OR CLARAF IC ATION, ,, , 

A! THE 8-POINT PEACE PLAN WHICH WE PROPOSED IS STILL ON THE MEETING 
TABLE. THAT IS ONE POINT. THEN THERE IS ANOTHER POINT CONCERNING 
THIS COALITION GOVERNMENT THAT THE COMMUNISTS ARE TRYING TO 
IMPOSE UPON THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION, BUT IT IS OUT OF 
THE QUESTION THAT THE POPULATION OF THE SOUTH .SHOULD ACCEPT SUCH 
A GOVERNMENT BEFORE ELECTIONS, IT IS OUT OF THE QUESTION TO 
IMPOSE ANYTHING AT ALL ON THE ;SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION BEFORE 
ELECTIONS. FIRST AND FREMOST* THE POPULATION MUST EXPRESS ITS 
WILL, AND. I CAN TELL YOU ALSO THAT IN SOUTH VIETNAM ALL THE 
POLITICAL FORCES* EVEN IN THE ^OPPOSITION* ALL POLITICAL FIGURES* 

EVEN THOSE IN THE OPPOSITION* ALL REJECT THIS COALITION GOVER- 
NMENT PUT FORWARD BY THE COMMUNISTS, \ 

Q: WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION OF ELECTIONS 
DO YOU MEAN THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION OR SOME OTHER 
METHOD? .. -• 


A: NO* THIS IS A POINT TO BE DISCUSSED — THE MODALITIES OF THE 
ELECTIONS WILL BE DISCUSSED. 

Q: (VIETNAMESE WOMAN JOURNALIST) . . WE NOTED THIS TIME THAT MRS, 

BINH!S TONE IS MUCH LESS VIOLENT, SHE DID NOT USE ANY WORDS 

LIKE PUPPETS* IMPERIALISTS*. ETC', DID YOU OBSERVE THE SAME PHE- 
NOMENON IN THE MEETING ROOM? : ■ 

A: IN MRS, BINH'S STATEMENTS* YOU HEARD AMBASSADOR LAM * S COMMENTS* 

IN WHICH HE REJECTED THE COMMUNISTS' SIDE’S TENDENTIOUS AND LYING 
ALLEGATIONS ON THE SITUATION ! IN SOUTH VIETNAM. AFTERWARD* HE 
ALSO REJECTED THE COMMUNIST VERSION OF THE NATURE AND ORIGIN OF 
THE WAR* A VERSION WHICH UNSCRUPULOUSLY OlSTROTS THE TRUTH, 
THEREFORE* I WILL STAND ON THE FOLLOWING! THE COMMUNIST SIDE’S 
ATTITUOE IN THE SESSION REMAINS 'AS NEGATIVE AS EVER, 

Q: VILLA* AFP, AND IS THEIR ATT ITUOE -JUST AS NEGATIVE IN THE 
PRIVATE NEGOTIATIONS? . • 

A: I HAVE NOTHING TO SAY ON THIS : SUB JECJLL- 
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Q: 8ORR0WIECK/ WASHINGTON STAR. HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN MR. XUAN • 

THUY'S ABSENCE AT TODAY'S SESSION? ~ 

A: THAT WOULD BE A GOOD QUESTION TO ASK THE PERSON WHO WILL 

FOLLOW ME IN JUST A LITTLE WHILE, 

Q: BQRRQWIECK* WASHINGTON STAR. WAS ANY EXPLANATION GIVEN DURING 

THE CONFERENCE? 

A: NO, NOR DID WE ASK. 

Q: SEDBON, REUTERS PERHAPS YOU COULD COMMENT QN THIS PASSAGE 

ON PAGE THREE OF MR, LAM'S STATEMENT: "THIS GAP# OBVIOUSLY, CAN 
BE FILLED.... AS A PARTNER FOR THE RESTORATION OF LASTING PEACE 
. COULD YOU TELL US A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT THIS? 

A: NATURALLY# YOU READ THE REST, ALSO. THE PRINCIPLE AMOUNTS 

TO THIS: THE VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PROBLEM CAN BE SETTLED ONLY 
THROUGH NEGOTIATION WITH THE LEGAL' AND ELECtEO GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF VlEtNAM, THIS VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PROBLEM INCLUDES 
TWO ASPECTS: ONE WHICH IS STRICTLY SOUTH VIETNAMESE.,,/... 
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AND WHICH WE -HAVE PROPOSED TO RESOLVE THROUGH. ELECTIONS , THE 

OTHER ASPECT 

ZQQHISYK F RELATIONS BETWEEN SVN AND NVN/ AND- WE 
PROPOSED THAT THIS ASPECT BE SETTLED THROUGH BILATERAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENT AND THE HANOI ADMINISTRATION. 

Q: SECBQNs REUTERS. 

ALL RIGHT. IF WE LIMIT OURSELVES TO THE FIRST ASPECT/ THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE ASPECT/ YOU MENTION "PARTNERS.” THE -OTHER SIDE ACK- 
NOWLEDGED THAT THERE WERE TWO REALITIES, HAVE THESE TWO REALI- 
TIES BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO "PARTNERS”? 

A: THE PROBLEM IS AS FOLL’OWSi THERE IS A REBELLIOUS MINORITY 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM/ THERE IS. A POLITICAL PROBLEM AS THE. RESULT OF 
THIS MINORITY’S EXISTENCE. NOW THIS MINQRlfy. HAS ATTEMPTED TO 
OVERTHROW THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT WITH ARMS AND VIOLENCE AND MOREO- 
VER THIS MINORITY HAS BECOME THE INSTRUMENT OF AN OUTSIDE COMMU- 
NIST REGIME IN ORDER TO SERVE AS A TOOL FOR its POLICY OF AGGRES- 
SION AGAINST THE SOUTH, BUT DESPITE ALL THIS OUR GOVERNMENT 
HAS PROPOSED HOLDING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SO-CALLED NLF -- 
PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS/ SECRET CONTACTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINDING 
A SOLUTION TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PROBLEM. THIS IS A 
PROBLEM TO BE RESOLVED. 

Q: S EPSON/ REUTERS, . 
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I UNDERSTAND THIS, I QUITE AGREE WITH YOU, 3UT COULD YOU TELL 
US WHETHER THE NLF WOULD BE THE PARTNER IN SUCH SECRET NEGOTIA- 
TIONS? 

A; NATURALLY THERE IS THE PROBLEM OF THIS MINORITY, WE PROPOSE 
TO RESOLVE IT WITH THIS MINORITY IN PRIVATE CONTACTS WHICH WE 
HAVE BEEN PROPOSING FOR THREE YEARS . „ 

Q; EDITH LENART/ FAR EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW, 

COULD YOU TELL US WHEN NEW ELECTIONS ARE SCHEDULED OTHER THAN 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS/ ACCORDING TO YOUR CONSTITUION? FOR 
EXAMPLE THERE WERE ELECTIONS FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE.,. 

A: THIS WAS THE ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE BY THE 

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE. 

Q: EDITH LENART, 

YES, I KNOW, BUT WHAT I AM ASKING IS WHEN, UNDER YOUR CONSTITUION, 
OTHER ELECTIONS ARE PROVIDED FOR/ FOR EXAMPLE AT THE PROVIN- 
CIAL LEVEL, OR FOR MEM8ERS OF CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLIES ETC,.. 

At IF I RECALL CORRECTLY; THE LAST SENATORIAL ELECTIONS WERE 
HELD IN 19?0* THEN IN 1973 THERE WILL 8E LECTIONS TO FILL ONE 
HALF QF THE SENATE SEATS, THERE WILL BE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS 
IN 1975 AND NEW PRESIDENTIAL , ELECTIONS AS WELL. 

Qj DE GUNZBURG . (AFP) , -i 

DID YOUR ANSWER TO MR, SEDBON A WHILE AGO MEAN THAT YOUR 
GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO GRANT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE AME- 
RICANS THE RIGHT TO DEAL WITH SOUTH VIETNAMESE INTERNAL POLITI- 
CAL QUESTIONS IN THEIR BILATERAL CONVERSATIONS? OR* ON THE 
CONTRARY, AUTHORIZE THEM TO DO SO? 

A: FIRST OF ALL/ AS I SAID AT THE BEGINNING, I HAVE NOTHING 

TO SAY ABOUT THE PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS, YOU SAY THAT WE WANT 
TO FORBID OUR ALLY TO DISCUSS THESE PROBLEMS, THE FACT IS THAT 
THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ON THE SOLUTION 
TO THE VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PROBLEM IS AS CLEAR AS CAN BE. IT 
IS A PROBLEM WHICH MUST BE SETTLED BY THE- VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES, 

AND ONLY THE VIETNAMESE. ONLY THE VIETNAMESE/ AND I WANT TO 
MAKE THIS CLEAR.,, THAT IS/ THE POLITICAL PROBLEM BETWEEN THE 
NORTH AND THE SOUTH IS TO BE SETTLED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM AND THE' GOVERNMENT QF HANOI/ AND THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PROBLEM IS TO BE SETTLED BY THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES, 

Q; SULLIVAN (BALTIMORE SUN), 

MR, DAN, IN OTHER WORDS/ DOES THIS IMPLY THAT THERE COULD NOT 
BE A SETTLEMENT OF THE INTERNAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS WITHOUT CON- 
VERSATIONS BETWEEN YOU AND THE OTHER SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTY? 

A: WE HAVE ALWAYS SAID- THIS; THERE CAN 'BE NO SOLUTION TO THE 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL' PROBLEM WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION JJ A P 
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Q: SULLIVAN (BALTIMORE SUN). 

THE QUESTION WAS SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT. • WHAT I ASKED WAS? "WITH" 

OUT CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN YOU TWO...” THIS IS; ONE MIGHT IMAGINE 
THAT NORTH VIET-NAM AND THE UNITED STATES MIGHT PROPOSE A FRAMED- 
WORK FOR SETTLEMENT; AND ON YOUR SIDE YOU WOULD SAY YES/ AND THE 
PRG WOULD SAY YES. BUT EVERYTHING WOULD HAVE TAKEN PLACE BET- 
WEEN THE OTHER TWO, 

As the NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE NO RIGHT TO INTERFERE IN THE IN- 
TERNAL AFFAIRS OF SOUTH VIET-NAM, IT IS BECAUSE THEY TRIED TO 
INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF .SOUTH VIET-NAM THAT NORTH 
VIETNAM BROUGHT ABOUT THE WAR, THEREFORE# ANY SOLUTION REQUIRES 
FIRST OF ALL THAT NORTH VIETNAM -END 'ITS AGGRESSION ANO END ALL 
ITS INTERFERENCE IN THE' INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF SOUTH VIET-NAM, 

Q: SEDBON (REUTERS), 

IS IT CONCEIVABLE THAT THE UNITED STATES. AND NORTH 
VIET-NAM REACH AGREEMENT AMONG THEMSELVES AT THIS LEVEL# 

HOLDING DISCUSSIONS ON THE FUTURE OF SOUTH VIET-NAM? NEITHER ONE 
HAS THE RIGHT TO INTERFERE IN THE AFFAIRS OF SOUTH VIET-NAM# BUT 
NONETHELESS# THEY REACH A DECISION BETWEEN THEM AND THEN PRESENT 
IT TO YOU — YOUi THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT# AND THE NLF— TO DEBATE 
AND DISCUSS AMONG YOURSELVES# AS- THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES, 


THIS IS THE SECOND STAGE, 

A: THE FUTURE OF SOUTH VIET-NAM BELONGS TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE, 

IT IS UP TO THEM AND THEM ALONE TO DECIDE, 

Q; RENARD (FIGARO), . 

IT IS RATHER DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT IN /THE SECRET NEGOTIATIONS 
—WHICH WE WILL# OF COURSE# NOT TALK ABOUT— : THAT * THE AMERICAN 
PARTY MIGHT USE TERMS LIKE THOSE USED BY PRESIDENT THIEU NO LATER 
THAN THIS MORNING, IF THEY USED' THIS - KIND OF LANGUAGE IT IS 
HARD TO SEE OQW THESE NEGOTIATIONS COULD : CONTINUE WITH , THE ' NORTH 
VIETNAMESE PARTY, THEREFORE# I SHOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU TO WHAT 
EXTENT# IN YOUR OPINION# THERE IS TOTAL AND COMPLETE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN AMERICANS AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON THE PROBLEM OF THE 
TRIPARTITE GOVERNMENT# ETC, ' - - < : 

A: OUR POSITION IN THE SEARCH FOR PEACE IS A* JOINT POSITION. 

THE POSITION OF THE REPUBLIC 1 OF VIET-NAM- AND OUR ALLY THE UNITED 
STATES SHARE A CQMMON OUTLOOK ON THIS SUBJECT, 

Q : BORROW I ECK (WASHINGTON STAR) , ' 

SINGE 5 THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT YOU, ARE DROPPING PRESIDENT 
THIEU# IT IS TO BE ASSUMED THAT- THE UNITED STATES IS NOT DOING 
SO EITHER'. 

A; EXCUSE ME? 

Q: BDRROWIECK ( WASHINGTON STAR ) . 

THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WILL 
THEIR POSITION REGARD ING PRES I DENT: THI EU# IT IS TO BE 
THAT THE AMERICANS WILL NOT DO SO EITH ER.- ■ TN YOUR OPIN ION# THEY 
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HAVE NO INTENTION OF DROPPING# OF GETTING RID OF PRESIDENT THIEU. 
A: WHAT I SAID WAS VERY CLEAR. 

Q: BORROW 1 ECK (WASHINGTON STAR). 

AND YET THIS IS ONE OF THE COMMUNISTS' PRINCIPAL DEMANDS, 

A: IT IS AN ABSURD DEMAND, 

Q: (UNKNOWN JOURNALIST). 

IN HIS SPEECH# MR, NIXON REFERRED TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE WOULD SOON BE IN A POSITION TO ASSUME FULL RES- 
PONSIBILITY FOR THEIR OWN DEFENSE,., DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION 
WHICH WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO SPECIFY THE DATE WHEN THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE WOULD BE ABLE TO DO SO? 

A: THAT IS A GOOD QUESTION. I WILL SAY THIS? IF THERE IS A 

NEGOTIATED AGREEMENT# WE HAVE PROPOSED# AS YOU KNOW# A CEASE- 
FIRE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THIS CEASE-FIRE# WHICH WILL BE 
GENERAL AND THROUGHOUT INDOCYINA AND APPLICABLE TO THE FORCES 
ON BOTH SIDES# WITHIN FOUR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE, CEASE- 
FIRE# AND FOLLOWING THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS OF WAR# ALL 
AMERICAN TROOPS WILL LEAVE SOUTH VIET-NAM, 

Q: (UNKNOWN JOURNALIST). 

WHICH DOES NOT MEAN THAT YOU WILL BE IN A POSITION TO ASSUME 
YOUR OWN DEFENSE,,.? 

A: IF THERE IS NO NEGOTIATED AGREEMENT, OUR PROGRAM# REFERRED 

TO AS "VIETNAMIZATION"# WILL BE CONTINUED, THAT IS# AS THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE FORCES ARE STRENGTHENED# THE AMERICAN TROOPS WILL 
LEAVE SOUTH VIET-NAM, ALREADY# MORE THAN 500#000 AMERICAN TROOPS 
HAVE LEFT SOUTH VIET-NAM, AND THE REMAINING ALLIED TROOPS HAVE 
NO FURTHER COMBAf RESPONSIBILITY, YOU ASK WHEN THE VIETNAMI- 
ZATIQN PROGRAM WILL REACH ITS CONCLUSION, SINCE THIS IS A 
MATTER TO BE DECIDED BY OUR GOVERNMENT AND THE UNITED STATES AND 
BY THEM ALONE# IT IS DEPENDENT ON SEVERAL FACTORS# INCLUDING THE 
LEVEL OF COMMUNIST AGGRESSIVE ACTIVITIES AND THE STRENGTHENING 
OF THE NATIONAL ARMY, 

Q: (UNKNOWN JOURNALIST), 

WOULD YOU AGREE WITH PRESIDENT NIXON'S "SOON"? 

A: THIS DEPENDS# AS I SAIO# ON THE LEVEL OF COMMUNIST ACTI- 

VITIES# OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSION# AND ON THE STREGTHENING 
OF THE NATIONAL ARMED FORCES, ' 

Q; .(UNKNOWN JOURNALIST). 

THEN IT MIGHT NOT BE SOON? 

A: YOU HAVE ONLY TO OBSERVE WHAT HAS OCCURRED IN THE PAST THREE 

YEARS, MORE THAN 500/000 AMERICAN TROOPS HAVE LEFT SOUTH VIET- 
NAM. YOU CAN PREDICT THE FUTURE- ON ; THIS BASIS. PORTER 
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